Obviation of destructive action of 0.2 M NaOH on proteins during arginine modification with cyclohexanedione by use of 0.1 M triethylamine as solvent.
The use of 0.2 M NaOH as a solvent for modification of arginine residues by 1,2-cyclohexanedione in disulfide containing proteins is destructive to the disulfide bonds. Modification can be conveniently done in 0.1 M triethylamine (pH 10.9) without any deleterious effect. Lysozyme was found to retain all its enzymic activity in 0.1 M triethylamine (pH 10.9) whereas complete loss of activity took place in 0.2 M NaOH.